Nidus Children’s Choir

Cwmbran, South Wales, United Kingdom
Yew Tree House, 40 Cwrdy Road, Griffithstown, Torfaen NP4 5AG, S. Wales - UK

The Nidus Children’s Choir was formed in the autumn of 2006 after a small group of primary school children won a gold medal that summer at a local eisteddfod in Abergavenny after just two short rehearsals. The group has grown steadily in numbers and achieved much success over the few years the choir has been together. In 2008, after a gruelling fundraising campaign, 26 children of the choir and an equal number of supporters travelled by coach for two days to Austria after qualifying to compete in the WORLD CHOIR GAMES.  They were thrilled to be awarded a silver level VII diploma in a competition with over 65 successful and well established children’s choirs from all over the world.

The Nidus Children’s Choir currently stands at 42 regular members (ages 8 to 14 years) and during 2010 they performed publicly over 26 times. Performances range from mini concerts in wards for elderly long term patients at a local hospital, civic events, weddings, concerts for the Women’s Institute, Senior Citizen groups and guest appearances with other leading choirs in Wales in the United Kingdom, as well as their own concerts.   

Some of the highlights for the Nidus Children’s Choir during 2010 included:

· Being chosen to record with Bryn Terfel and the Orchestra of the Welsh National Opera for the Christmas Album Bryn Terfel Carols and Christmas Songs.
· Winning 3rd place at the Llangollen International Eisteddfod (televised)
· Performing on Bryn Terfel’s Christmas Special Nadolig Bryn Terfel which and was screened on Christmas Eve and Boxing Day on S4C.
In June 2010 the choir also reached the televised auditions of the Sky TV show Must Be The Music where they performed before judges Jamie Cullum and Dizzee Rascal.

Quotes:
· “That was a grown up performance showing musical maturity….well done one of the best musical acts of the show so far”    Jamie Cullum
· “A great performance, I’d like to see this group in the final!”    Dizzee Rascal
(Above comments from Sky’s  Must Be The Music – A standing ovation from the studio/theatre audience & judges after two ‘Yes’ votes from them)
· “Thank you so much, the choir looked and sounded amazing, please pass on our thanks”.  Producers/ manager Boomerang TV (Bryn Terfel Christmas Special)

· “We were delighted with the Nidus Children’s Choir for the recording, as was Bryn, thank you very much” Executive Producer  - Deutsche Grammophon 

Feedback from International judges for the Llangollen International Eisteddfod and the Music for Youth Festival, UK finals has been excellent; we have records of all comments which we are happy to send to any interested parties
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Nidus Children’s Choir is aiming to take up its invitation to sing and represent Wales, UK at the next WORLD CHOIR GAMES which will be held in Cincinnati USA.  4th – 14th July 2012

We have been fundraising for this event since September 2008 but we desperately need sponsorship/ donations/ support to achieve this ambitious goal.  The choir is non-funded so apart from modest donations received so far, the children and parents of the choir have earned every penny by sheer hard work and determination. The staff give their time, expertise and services free of charge to enable children from all backgrounds to access quality choral tuition, and together with parents they are constantly working hard to raise funds for the children to take up the opportunities to compete at world class level.

Can you help?  We are looking for anyone who can help our choir get to Cincinnati in 2012.
This could be by:

· Sponsorship / donation

· Helping us raise the profile of the Nidus Children’s Choir e.g. singing invitations for the choir in theatre shows / presentations, fayres or TV appearances / radio broadcasts.

· General support and helping us with sales of our new Christmas Album to be released in Autumn 2011 

· Sending us more suggestions and ideas for fundraising
In return we can offer that your company name will be mentioned in all our literature at concerts and press releases in relation to the entry into the CINCINNATI WORLD CHOIR GAMES 2012 along with our thanks.

We will send you a copy of our Christmas CD due for release in the autumn of 2011.  You will also have the satisfaction of knowing that you will have contributed to changing the lives of the children concerned and given them an opportunity and experience that they would otherwise not have had. Lifelong memories and teaching them that with hard work, focus and determination, anything is possible. 

Many thanks for your time in reading this letter .For more information please see:
 www.niduschildrenschoir.co.uk  (go to Past Performances to watch the choir)    

Facebook group: Friends of Nidus Children’s Choir 

The Fundraising Committee; ‘Friends Of Nidus Children’s Choir’ is fully constituted with externally audited books. Please be assured that if we fall short of the fundraising target, making the project unaffordable to the majority, the committee will transfer the fund for use in an alternative INTERNATIONAL choral competition of the same world class level during 2012. 
